US Code as of: 01/05/99
Sec. 3528. Responsibilities and relief from liability of certifying officials

(a) A certifying official certifying avoucher is responsible for -
(1) information stated in the certificate, voucher, and
supporting records;

(2) the computation of a certified voucher under this section
and section 3325 of thistitle;
(3) the legality of aproposed payment under the appropriation
or fund involved; and
(4) repaying a payment -
(A) illegal, improper, or incorrect because of an inaccurate
or misleading certificate;
(B) prohibited by law; or
(C) that does not represent alegal obligation under the
appropriation or fund involved.

(b)
(1) The Comptroller General may relieve a certifying official from liability when the
Comptroller General decidesthat -
(A) the certification was based on official records and the
official did not know, and by reasonable diligence and inquiry
could not have discovered, the correct information; or
(B)
(i) the obligation was incurred in good faith;
(i) no law specifically prohibited the payment; and
(iii) the United States Government received value for payment.
(2) The Comptroller General may deny relief when the Comptroller General
decides the head of the agency did not carry out diligently collection action under
procedures prescribed by the Comptroller General.

(c) The Comptroller General shall relieve a certifying official from liability for an
overpayment -
(1) to acommon carrier under section 3726 of thistitle when
the Comptroller General decides the overpayment occurred only
because the administrative audit before payment did not verify
transportation rates, freight classifications, or land-grant
deductions; or
(2) provided under a Government bill of lading or
transportation request when the overpayment was the result of
using improper transportation rates or classifications or the
failure to deduct the proper amount under a land-grant law or
agreement.



